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“A futuristic vehicle for your dreams has risen out of the western sea, bringing new dimensions to life itself. How can such a simple, easy-rider device
bring so much joy to millions? Because ...it puts you — with your skills and your dreams and your hidden potential — into a perfect interaction with wind

and water. Thus, this one small vehicle brings with it the power to make your visit here on planet earth even more fulfilling.”  Hoyle (1984)

The Windsurfer Story

In 1968 Hoyle and Diana Schweitzer founded the company Windsurfing
International in Southern California to manufacture, promote and license a

windsurfer design made from polyethylene.

The jointly owned patent was wholly licensed to Windsurfing International.

The ‘Windsurfer’ was the original mass-produced sailboard and instantly ek 7

gained world-wide attention which quickly spawned the massive growth

and popularity of the sport.

The Original Windsurfer was a strict one design (1968-1984) which sold

over 400,000 units — still the largest sailing class ever.

The first world championships for the Windsurfer Class were held in 1974,
Two years later in 1976 in Nassau, Bahamas, 456 competitors took part in what was then the largest one design sailing event ever. Here, a 13 year old

Robbie Naish of Hawaii took the overall title. Naish would go on to dominate the sport for the next several decades.

A BLAST FROM THE

they were floaty and stable riders. And those
sails, which we would lasgh at today, could be
rolled around your maat, like a flag, instead of
needing 1o be babied and battened cach time. (If
you found yoursell contending with 100 much
wind, you could pull the rig out of its slot, untie
the boom, and roll the sail around the mast, posi-
tioning yeur rig slloag the leagth of the board, so
that, as you paddied back to safety, you kept
evenything together) Bven if you didat like

...those sails, which we
would laugh at today,
could be rolled around
your mast, like a flag,
instead of needing to be
babied and battened
each time

rigging, it was a good wiy 10 make friends, as we
would often stop 1o talk, and walch, helping cach
other get the hang of it. Masy a more
oxperionced sailor wosld take time %0 initiate a
frustrated novice into the wadque mysteries of
duct tape. (Like Yoda's proverblal Foree, duct
tape has a dark side and a light side, and yes, &t
holds the ued gether—the windsurfing
universe, anyway)

This shared fecling, that we were all loarning
something new, together, made those carly years
of windsurfing scem both a party and a celcbeation,
where each of us discovered and tested our own

strengths, focus, humor, persistence, and limits.
And then went past what we had done before,
As the spirit of windsurfing spread, owr pop-
ulation expanded. In bess than a decade, we grew
from theusands to more thas cec millon. By
1057, there were 1.2-million people windsurfing in
the United States, according to the Naticeal
Sposting  Goods  Retailery’ Association. The
oxcitement of those carly duys held a cortain
Iinnocence. We were ploncers, in a sense, discovering
the comonrs of new water the way our forcfathers
went forth across new kand. It didn't seattor what . B
kind of contraptions wo wwd—my own find o . - A BREATHTAKING START: Fc 1o fvee bundeed
wilboard was a theoo-plece momster from
Germany called a “Shark”. Before each session,
had 10 be assembled with various metric ets and
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Throughout the late 70’s and 80’s, the Windsurfer Class was king for amateur sailboard racing around the world with international and national events

attracting large fleets.
The Windsurfer was used as a demonstration board at the 1984 Olympics in Los Angeles.

In 1984 the “Windsurfer One Design” was launched with an updated Mylar sail and rig. The board also sported footstraps' stiffer fin and a partially

retracting centre-board. These changes made the One Design much more controllable in stronger winds than its predecessor.

Throughout the 80’s, 90’s and 2000’s the One Design was raced widely, however towards the end of this period, the One Design fleet started to dwindle

whilst the sport was growing exponentially. This was due to the rapid influx of other manufacturers and racing classes using new technologies.

By 2010 fleet sizes were reduced but strong pockets still existed with Australia and Italy continuing to attract good fleets and conducting regular racing at

a National level.
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In 2017 a project was commenced to develop a new hull based on the Windsurfer One Design moving from polyethylene to lighter weight epoxy

construction with increased volume to cater for a wider range of athletes.

The “Windsurfer LT” was adopted by the Class in 2018 and can compete in the Windsurfer Class along with the Original Windsurfer and the One Design.

With the LT the Windsurfer Class maintains the ideals and traditions of the sailboarding pioneers — to provide a fun and inclusive platform for fair and

friendly competition through inexpensive one design racing, where the emphasis is on skill and tactics rather than equipment.

Within 6 months of its launch, hundreds of LT boards have been sold and new fleets are forming across Europe, Asia, Australia, Africa and the Americas.

The future for the Windsurfer Class is positive and exciting.

The Legend - Robbie Naish with the LT - Garda, 2018

Read more about the origins of the Windsurfer here

And see video about the invention and roots of windsurfing including awesome early footage of the Windsurfer class.
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https://www.facebook.com/windsurferclassaus
http://www.windsurferclassaus.com/

